English 8

Mr. Waterman
Contact Information:

Phone: (810) 346-4700 (messages may be left with the secretary)


Email: jwaterman@browncityschools.org
School Website: www.browncityschools.org
Teacher Website: http://mrwatermansclass.weebly.com/
Conference Hour:  3rd Hour  10:00 – 10:50
8th Grade English:

English 8 covers literature, grammar, word usage, career exploration, and the mechanics of writing, and includes the four aspects of language use: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Literature will utilize various genres of literature to improve reading skills and link writing exercises for different purposes to those reading selections. Grammar includes parts of speech, sentence fragments and run-on sentences, subject and verb agreement, capitalization and punctuation. Writing, using the writing process, includes single paragraph assignments, multi-paragraph assignments and research reports.  Career exploration includes using the Career Cruising website. 
Classroom Expectations:

· Bring all materials to class including textbook, notebook, writing utensil, and your library/reading book.  All homework is to be turned into your assigned basket at the beginning of your class period.  Make sure your name is on the assignment at the time it is turned in.  
· If you require help with your assignments, please see me. It is always advisable to see me before the assignment is due.  
· Please observe the expectations of Brown City High School as delineated in your student handbook.  
· No food or drinks allowed in the classroom, except bottled water.   No book bags or backpacks allowed in class.  
· Plagiarism of any kind on any assignment will be dealt with according to the school handbook.
Classroom Procedures:

· You are expected to be in your seat and prepared when the bell rings. 

· Listen and follow directions carefully

· All homework will be turned into your assigned basket at the beginning of your class period. 

· Late assignments may be deducted 20% the first day it is late, and 10% each day late until it is turned in.  Lunch detention, after school detention, or a Saturday detention may be given to students with three or more missing assignments.
· Bring all materials to class including notebook, pencils, and textbook/library/reading book.  Failure to come to class prepared with these items will result in a warning the first time, and then you may be written up for a detention.
· Take responsibility for your behavior.  This includes being respectful of yourself, others, and their property.
· Be prepared to have a GREAT year in English 8!

Absences:
In the event that you are absent, you are responsible for collecting and completing the missed assignments.   
Dismissal:

The bell does not dismiss you at the end of class; it is only a reminder that our time together is over.  I will dismiss you as soon as all instruction is complete.  

Grading Policy:

Grading is based on a point system.  Each assignment is worth a certain amount of points.  At the end of the marking period the points are averaged into a letter grade. Grades will be posted frequently so students can monitor their progress. 
· To earn credit for each semester, students must pass 2 of the 3 grades used to calculate the semester grade (2 marking period grades and the exam grade). 

· Students must also have an overall average grade that is passing using this formula: two marking periods worth 40% each and the semester exam worth 20% of the semester grade. 

The following chart is the grading scale for this class.

100 – 93% =  A

77 – 74% =  C+

60 – 56%  =  D-

 92 – 88% =   A-

73 – 71% =  C


55 & below = E

 87 – 84% =   B+

70 – 68% =  C-




 83 – 81% =   B

67 – 64% =  D+

 80 – 78 % =  B-

63 – 61% =  D
Student grades are periodically updated on Skyward, our BCHS On-line Grading System.  There are links to this system through our website. A printed copy of this syllabus is available upon request.
